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~ FOCUS ON 
TRANSVESTISM’ 


The program of our March 27th General Meeting will be a discussion of transvestism 


led by our own Don Adam and Bill Horn of lancaster. 


Since the catagories of homo- 


sexual, transvestite and transexual are often confused and overlapped in the minds 
of many people, both gay and non-gay, it is hoved that clarification and understa- 


nding will be the result of this program. 


Areas covered will include the origins 


of the desire to cross dress, "coming out" as a transvestite, the problems involved 
in buying clothing; societal, family, and marriage problems; and the gay and non- 


gay mpytt 
other sexual minorities, 
societal prejudice against them. 
value to everyone.® 


A Word from the Editor 


Hoping that people have appreciated the 
"new-improved" newsletter over the past 
year, we hove you keep in mind it's cost, 
too, as well as other expenses for LEHI 
For example, in the last six months of 
1976 we spent $188 on programs, $135 on 
newsletters, $145 on postage, $45 on the 
library, and $50 on office and miscellan- 
eous expenses, Ail our income is trom 
voluntary donations, through our our reg-~ 
ular basket near the refreshments at eve 
meeting, and through frquent gifts. Many 
sums, both modest and generous, coming 

' from relatively few individuals have en- 
atled us to carry through with our social, 
educational, civil rights and other act- 
ivities, all for the sake of the Lehigh 
Valley's tens of thousands of gay men and 
women, SO remember...we accept donatiors, 
checks (made out to L¥Y-HI-HC), etc. at my 
time. If you cannot support Gay Libera- 
tion by personal varticipation, keep in 
mind that financial support is just as 
valid and necessary as any other kind of 
support. send a check today and help sup 
port your cause,® 


While many gay people have a natural sympathy for, and kinship with, 
it cannot be denied that many gay people harbor common 
Thus this program should be enlightening and of 


The Trials of Anita Bryant 


The recent passage of a gay rights ordin- 
ance in fade County (metro. Miami), Fla., 
raised to 39 the number of such ordinanc- 
es in the U.S. Until the success in Fla. 
this progress was virtually ignored by 
the media. The unsuccessful efforts of 
singer Anita Bryant to block passage have 
greatly increased public awareness. Upon 
passage oi the ordinance Bryant formed 
"Save Our Children From Homosexuality,In 
to circulate petitions to force repeal or 
a referendum. The notoriety caused can- 
cellation of a vroposed TV series staring 
Bryant, who was stunned that her lifelons 
dream had been destroyed by a "small, sick 
segment of society". Gay activists were 
quick to point out that she was trying to 
take jobs from and destroy dreams of tho 
sands of gay people, calling her a "nat- 
ional symbol of repression", When her 
series was revived, gay leaders exvresse 
the hove that the experience would "raise 
the consciousness of Miss Bryant to join 
the fight against discrimination and for 
human rights", By mid-March enough sig 
natures had been collected to force a 
June 7 referendum,® 


March 19, Saturday; Human Riehts Day Committee meeting to vlan day of lobbying on 

behalf of “Anti-sodomy Repeal" in the State Legislature on April 19th, At 1717 N. 

2nd Street, Harrisburg at 1:00pm. 

March 25, Wednesday: L.F-HI-HO Board of Directors meeting, 7:00pm, Allentown. Info: 

"all Roger, 433-2043. 

. March 25, Friday: Speaking engagement, 1-3:00pm at Lehigh University. Info: call 
Rick, 866-6320. : : 

March 27, Sunday: LE-HI-HO General Meeting, 2:00pm, program On "Transvestism", 701 

Lechauweki Ave. (Unitarian Church of the Lehigh Valley), Bethlehem (Fountain Hill 

section, 2blocks south of 1500 Broadway). Info: call Ken, 264-7770. . 

April 2, Saturday: Combined Legislative Committee of the Pa. Council for Sexual 

Minorities and Pa. Rural Gay Caucus meetings in Reading. Info: call Joe, 437-26h2. 


April 9, Saturday: L®-HI-HO News deadline. 
Avril 18, Monday: Speaking Engagement, Sacred Heart student nurses, 7:00pm at White 
hall Mall Community Room. Info: call “ick, 866-6320. 


April 19, Tuesday: Human Rights Nay in Harrisburg. Come out and lobby with your 


Senator for your rights. 
| April 20, Wednesday: LE-HI-HO Board of Directors meeting, tentative. 


April 24, Sunday: TW-HI-HO General Meeting, 2:00pm, program on "Aicoholism", Unit- 


arian Church of Lehigh Valley. 
| May 5,6,7; Thursday, Friday, Saturday: "Gay and Christian", retreat at Kirkridge, 
Bangor, Pa. 85, workshops, etc. with Fr. John MacNeill, Malcolm Boyd. 
May 7, Saturday: Pa. Rural Gay Caucus meeting, State College. 
May 21,Saturday: Gay Liberation Coalition mass picketing of U.S. Supreme Court, Wash. 
D.C. Info: GAA/New Jersey, P.C. Box 1734, Hackensack, N.J, O7606. 
May 22, Sunday: LF-HI-HO General Meeting, 2:00nm, annual Gayfest. Unitarian Church. 
June: Gay Pride Month. 8th anniversary of Modern Gay Liberation. Tentative svecial 
edition of L®-HI-HO News. We solicit your original material reflecting gay pride... 
eeeyour opinions, thoughts, personal exveriences with friends, family, "coming out", 


etc. Submit to the editor at the L™-HI-HC address. 


Barry Kohn’s Message 


At the February meeting of LE-HI-HO, Pennsylvania Deputy Attorney General 
Barry Kohn urged all those present to write their state senators to express 
opposition to Senate Bill 83 (see last month's newsletter) and support for a 
soon-to-be-introduced repeal of the state's voluntary deviate sexual inter- 
lcourse law. In 1975 over 100 gay males (most entrapment victims) in the’ state 
iwere brought to trial because of this law, which imposes a fine of $2,000 or 
a leyear jail term upon conviction, Also, this law is used as an excuse for 
‘wot granting equal legal and civil rights to gay people -- legislators point 
~9 the law and say homosexuals are criminals, Senator Craig Lewis (Bucks C. 
nd Phila.) will be the chief sponsor of the repeal bill, drawn up as an aid- 
‘j-law-enforcement act also covering other, nongay related, areas. One of its 
ajor features is the savings in law enforcement time and funds that will oc- 

ur once this victimless crime 4g removed from the books. Barry asked that we 


‘soint out this savings (about $2,000,000 per year) when we write our two local 


‘-9nators, Jeanette Reibman and Henry Messinger (Main Capitol Building, Harris- 
orship of the bill. 


surg, 17120) asking their support and possible cospons 
Since the report on Senate Bill 83 last month, that anti-gay bill was vo~ 


‘t9@ out of the State Government Committee 8-3 and will probably come before 
‘be full Senate the third week of March, at which time Senator Cianfrani may 
‘cry to get it referred to the Appropriations Committee, where public hearings 
‘ould be held before the Senate finally votes on it. 

The progress of both the anti-sodomy repeal and Senate Bill 83 will be re- 


sorted in the next issue. 


ioe = 


——- 


whee =~. 




















o 


——" “ ae F es Sew root Sihtes ae ~ me 
: x en Cae. Set dd be > tM “* . ; A oe ~*. S a. 
, - ‘ ° 4" ae) i : ‘ ~ a. . ms 
ie. wes 4 ‘ A FSR aS ens “fm”. * sme se ar ee a wy ot 
Fe Aa’ 5 ae ea ea coothes SMG Sent 
‘ ‘ > ae ’ es 3 . ae on x 47 As “S ee ¢ . ae - ‘ 
J f <%) is 4 fe 7 tye, : oO . 1) Ser to - AS ; 
er é > Le > xis ‘ rs ** °. <7 , - or 30 
ts ES . ~ ® 3 wy . . : - * *, r . ~ ~o : 
Pet :.4 Ss, . % - ¥ ‘ tne a*% ‘Sy ss N * erie. . ae 
“Ad, aT —® ws Te fie le gee ate tau oh 
. . . > “< ‘> vin . . : rite 
* sou i, 


* : ~~ =r 
a q ”, Ye . - a " - ~ a Cw a tte ‘.?* 
dia ; Ee : ’ . oar to ers? in wn” as 
ve be a >. % 7 o,° . "he . <—+ » 
a EN gti ge A ete A — y Steven Bedwor 
Se oe ae te Nw Me tee es atthe eR ae 
oe . ‘ - ¥ p " + ' oa -< <t- Pee Ey : J 
grees ¢ ‘s N ~ a ¢, 4 ¥ pattie nets , , , 
ee tthe 9 ‘ * : a ee! 4 Cmte a ares. oe : . : af oe ~ 
—) i: " : ‘ AS iy _—_. — ‘ . . . ° * cant f one — ~~, ve apo are oe a ° “ -"¥ : 
OME S34, | ak err: ands CRS oe One nyt y oY Mat ie ha 
; et wy fe I . Veto ee o Pets ig Does ide 5 “AG, “isha te i 
“* 7°" . A 2 oe os 4% A» se ee 8 4, POS + 0? , ot ey -« 
«4 4 ¥; _~ ="*ee *> a4 Md - wee s Px < 4m y inte ig. gs OES ~ 2 » a I ~ oe? oe 4 foe te .» ~~ x 
Sent. ae See NTS * i ye i" ? tae e . ‘ ; : - 
? ~-4"" ti.) ’ 7 ’ < - iS: cant es 4 - J%& ‘o> 
“ mx} : & Me > Ser a 3. r ;. om ~ ‘ " ny et 
ve oee - X. XS Wi *s “2%, = &, nl tel . , - 
5 ca ; ”~ ~*~ ~*~ = : . . ~ - ve 
ae # as & Aetna vA : 
7 : “~- : ‘ Se ae oP ee ap | a 
a no! On gsi ° : =e, 4. 7 vil $2 ; oa Sa “~~ ve : > mers $247 \ ® Yon, - oe? ate + 
ate “b* ot . m hy ted Sees, Ses MMT SE Se AR SD esp es See tS sy 
‘y¥ . . a En wrtat’ ae > . as Lae * id . - *\" ° “a ’ “ * athe oe” 
be oP a> . ty) et. 4 r _ ahs Wb od AS oe » om a . oS o- Ap “ ¥ «" ve 
i Sea “2 cas ’’ Vee 89 ericson "> Put Weer 4 . $ a aS UN — a a ab oe » ie 7.5i03* “er O-> vei. 2 Etihe a oe 5" 
eu ; ~. SE x , et a eee £ "7 la ‘ - i Aa ot 2 bt mae | at ate, m9 < 
~~» + *» = 7 ee ©! bd ee wt. < oS ° _- ae . ' . “owe * . 
 s > ; Sa AP ; a, an “et at . va A ’ Ry 28 ioe mS i ig ae, Ie mire. 4 ¢* , sa fee we As pies 2 
X av hahe, AateT sary Gaeta a any OP NTIS > ay st ee am 4 
q St mh \ +8, ‘ : ’ de bak ‘ rageyes enae oH c NE ca et he mane: Se ( 
“ ° a % : 7 —* ~v , + . . : mire be . : oy T «f 
La * a ad Wed <tr ; io. 2 ems ” ® =m Preng " ~ - ~ ale ; > 
, " . = ae : Pe ; r . : hed LEE ia id i. Leer 
° . if . - ‘ : R : Wee YO" mew Pe Ae ,e- . <5 “7 
<e . gon Ae . " >. FP wak © : ra . Oo Mota tna vst 4+ mn Mu, 2 
ee op gens ‘ te TS Oe s -<; Tr ‘ ee Pas Cet eee ‘ RT wea es Bed ty gore, te ve 
agtat Or ete Shean a5 eee es Spihise a SONS Bgl MRS aires Rete 4 ate 
hi ale << Wie, see eevee Uy eke |: > 1) sates ge ae NGS SAN eet SRS Sa he oy (on ks pte 
: hy Ss a a,” "S Oe OR ate: wwe Bee ; 9 ” » 
‘ : a @ Ve aed : ‘-s 
» 4 - ; “* P ‘- 


We stood under the crumbling old hotel; the moon reflected off its stucco 
walls and Dr. Rouault's cotton suit. I had come there to witness a phenom- 
enon first observed by my guide when he had retired to this section of the 
Riviera. 

"Will you be needing anything else?" he asked. 

"No. Thank you." 

Alone, I stepped into the foyer - its windows empty of glass which lay 
glinting along the floorboards. Several cane chairs were scattered about, 
the seats broken through. A lizzard startled me, disappearing into a pile of 
dirt left by an upturned planter. Back outside I tried to capture the scene 
in my sketchbook. But the warm breeze sifting through the grove of palms and 
the rhythm of the waves soon had me feeling sleepy. 

I stirred to saxophone music - distorted slightly, as though played at 
the wrong speed. I followed the sound to a pavilion at the water's edge. 

It was lit by neon tubes running along its outlines. About me lounged young 
males. They looked somehow oriental and wore bikinis of different patterns 
and colors, or nothing at all. Others listened to the band within from the 
winding staircase which was visible through the structure's Moorish pillars. 
Though I could see they were talking I couldn't hear them. On the little 
dance floor couples shuffled dreamily. None of the figures seemed to notice 
“my presence except for a man with flashing eyes, wearing a blue and red robe 
about his still-wet frame. He motioned for me to come with him. Mingling 
curiousity and desire I followed him to a hollow between the dunes. He 
stretched out beside me, I reached out to embrace him and.......woke to the 
sun beating down upon my face! I wept from the frustration, finally com- 
forted by the thought that though they had scattered across the globe and 
were now old men, a summer memory had an independent existence on that beach. 

That afternoon I called on Dr. Rouault, passing into his study which 
was filled with the memorabilia of a long career. I told him part of what 
I'd seen. 

"Did you notice the one in the blue and red robe?" 

I told him I had. 

There was a twinkle in his eye. 

"He was me." @ 





MISCELLANY 


Back in Congress 

Rep. Edward Koch (D-NY) introduced H.R. 2998 on January 4, 1977, the first 
day of the 95th Congress. It is identical to Bella Abzug’s H.R. 5452, intro- 
duced in the last Congress, which would amend the 1964 Civil Rights Act to 
include gay people under the umbrella of protection from discrimination. She 
had gotten 28 co-sponsors, but subsequently lost her seat in Congress. Koch 
has 27 co-sponsors, but more are needed. Write your congresspersons, urging 
them to co-sponsor H.R. 2998. General Address: The Honorable__, House of 
Representatives, House Office Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20515. Fred B. Rooney 
represents Lehigh and Northampton Counties.® 


Oh Christ!!! 

An Faster time Television special, The Life of Christ, being aired by NBC (Mate and 
time to be announced) is a six hour biography of an "ordinary, gentle, fragile, 
simple, demythed man", The films radically different approach, plus a scene depict- 
ing Jesus and the disciple John engaging in what appears to be a homosexual act, 
have created an avalanche of protest from believers across the country, Due to the 
pressure, NBC is considering cancelling the show, or, more likely, editing the most 
offensive scenes. General Motors, which was to sponsor, has backed out of the deal@ 


Nureyev in Bucks 


Rudolf Nureyev, world famed ballet star, while attending a varty in New York to 
celebrate his openning a new series of performances, was aporoached by artist Andrew 
Wyeth about the possibility of painting his portrait. Rudi readily accepted. The 
sittings will be both in New York and the artist's studio in Chadd's Ford, Pa. And, 
considering Mr. Nureyevs reputed liking for the bars, when in New Hope keep your 
eyes peeled, after all, you know he can dance!®@ 


Glitter Palace does 


Gay people (in particular Lesbians) received rare fair treatment recently in the 
NRC made-for-TV film "In the Glitter Palace". Not only were the g#ay people not 
portrayed as the standard stereotypes, but it was obvious that the advice of gay 
advisors was heeded. The film did have that "mass produced for the mass audience" 
quality but the dialogue was accurate, direct, and at times biting. One line, 
"the opposite of straight is twisted" helps voint out the value of using "non-gay" 
rather than"straight’) as many gay activists are now doing. If you missed the first 
showing look for the rerun in a couple of months.® 


Dear Senator, Rasy 


The Pennsylvania Senate has done it again, Senator Clarence D. Bell has plumbed 

a new depth in attempting to legislate and legalize oporession. The Senator, in 
reaction to the outcry against Senate Bill 8% (would prohibit hiring of homosexuals 
in certain state jobs) has introduced, and as yet is the only sponsor of, a bill 
(#368) which would prohibit the hiring (actual practicing or inclined) homosexuals 
in all state jobs. My, my; Senator; keep this up and you'll win the "Yomophobe of 
the Year" award!® 


‘Era’ printer anti~art 


Publishers of the "Gay Fra", Pennsylvania's rural gay newsvaper, recently revealed 
that their printer refused to publish their latest edition because it contained 
pornography. The porno in question havpens to be a drawing by LF-HI-HO Chairperson 
Ken Burke who described his work as not at all pornographic saying “it is merely a 
simple sketch of a male torso from the side, it does not even include a buttock, but 


it is rather sensuous @ 


‘EX LIBRIS 


by Roger Edelman 





With this new column, I hove te establish 4 seunding beard from which I can not only 
report on books, periedical articles, and ether media, but alse express my own views on 
various issues that miy irise cencerning the gay community. "Ex Libris” replaces the 
former Library Spotlight, se if you're looking fer book reviews, you'll have te leok here 
under the sign of the owl. 

For those ef you who haven't read the Le-Hi-He Statement of Purpose, our group has 
three majer functions: 1) to furnish a secial outlet, 2) to educate the community, and 
3) to serve is a citalyst for gy civil rights. As I mentioned in my pre-election state- 
ment in the December, 1976 newsletter, I see education as an important step in gaining 
secial and civil rights for homesexuzis. This step, eur role as educitor, is sustained by 
a well-equipped librzry which serves 1s a valuable resource ef homesexual literature. My 
primary objectives 2s librarian/archivist are te continue the growth of our library, te 
facilitate the availability and use of the materials we have, and to keep the members of 
Le-Hi-Ho informed as te the extent and condition ef our cellection. 

I would like to think those who have donited materials to the library in response toe 
my article in the last newsletter. In mrticular, I want to extend my appreciatien to the 
individual (who wishes te remain anonymous) who gave 32 books, 10 magazines, and 6 news- 
papers. Any donation, ne matter large or smll, increases the resourcefulness of our 
library. Again, I will accept any items dealing with homosexuality and/er the gay movements 
books, pamphlets, periodicals, periodical articles, memorabilia. Duplicztes are unavoid- 
able, however some literature is in greater demand and therefore additional copies would 
help in the circulation of such material. Ne gifts will be discarded. If I don't think 
something is appropriate for the library, I will return it to the donor. 

Perhaps at this voint I should review the circulation policies. 1) Anyone attending 
twe consecutive meetings and/or anyone on the Le-Hi-He membership list is allewed to borrow 
books from the library. 2) Books will be made available after each monthly meeting. 3)Any- 
ene wishing to borrow a book from the library collection must sign his or her correct name, 
address, and telephone number on the circulation sheet in the book to be borrowed. I cane 
not emphasize enough that this information is kept completely confidential and is used only 
by me to contact 2 person in the event that 2 particular book is net returned. No one else 
has access te this prrticulir informtion. 4) Books are loaned on a one month basis and 
are to be returned 1t the next general Le-Hi-Ho meeting. Renewals are available for an 
additional month, but should be kept to a minimum since other individuals my want to read 
the same book. 5) Borrowers 2re generally reminded by mail when a book is due. 6) Lest er 
damaged books must be prid for. 7) Some books in the library 2re not available for circu- 
lation bec2zuse they are no longer in print. 8) If you do not see a particulir title ora 
book dealing with a particular 2spect ef gay life in the books available 2t the end of each 
meeting, ask. If we have it in the libriry, I'll bring it to the next meeting or you can 
pick it up at my apartment. If we don't have it, I'll try to order it for the collection. 
It is physic2zlly impossible for me to bring all the circulating books to each meeting. I 
try to select pooulir titles, and generally bring approximately thirty books each time. 

9) Please care for borrowed books as if they were your own. Books are donated by concerned 
individuils or bought with the money collected at each meeting. Remember, others will want 
to read the sime book after you return it. ee. Your compliance with these volicies will 
facilitate the utilization and preservation of the materials in our library. 

In complying with my third objective as librarian/archivist I plan to include a brief 
library revert e2ch month in this column. Eighteen books were borrowed and/or renewed last 
menth. The library now consists of 309 books, 114 different periodical titles, numerous 


Bop ahlets and periodical articles, and the Le-Hi-Ho archives. My phone number is (215)433- 
in case anyone has any questions dealing with homosexuality.® 


MONUMENTAL NEW WORK CHARTS OUR HISTORY 


Jonathan Katz has assembled a large collection of primary material which 
documents more thouroughly than ever before some sense of history of gay men 
and women in the U.S. Gay American History is an imposing volume of 600-plus 
pages, undoubtedly ominously like a textbook to some, and indeed a textbook 
it should be, having charted areas in social history everyone else has ig- 
nored. Nonetheless, it can be read selectively, or even superficially, with 
interest and enlightening results, as few gay people have any sense of the 
gay people who preceded them over the centuries. Objective and comprehensive 
documentation is impossible, for much of what was written was naturally 
filled with bias and often sensationalism, and tended to concentrate on 
legal offenders, cross-dressers, and stereotypes. But much of this is still 
of value, and some of it surprises with its modern-sounding ideas and atti- 
tudes. Thus an overall view, along with the author's objective introductions 
and annotations, can transcend limitations of individual excerpts. Katz 
says, too, that he is only paving the way for future historians and the vast 
amounts of materials yet untouched. 

The first part of the volume, "Trouble: 1566-1966", deals with much 
negative material concerning those who came into conflict with society. Thus 
through the eyes of explorers, puritans, patriots (Jefferson: “Sodomy shall 
be punished by castration") and'many others, we view social attitudes toward 
homosexual behavior. One large segment treats the homosexual underworld in 
late 19th century American cities. Other items of interest are on accusa- 
tions against Horatio Alger, views of Magnus Hirshfeld, the homophobia of 
Robert Frost, censorship in the 1920's, and the post-WwW II witch hunts. Part 
TI could be similarly depressing. "Treatment: 1884-1974" chronicles the 
attacks on an “illness”, with wide-ranging opinions advocating everything 
from abstinence, castration and hypnosis to lobotomy and the more contemp- 
orary horrors of aversion and shock therapy. Noteworthy, however, is the 
evidence presented of what disasters all these "solutions™ were, as well as 
how they damaged people physically and mentally. Only one voice, that of 
the great German emancipator Hirshfeld, stands out with its advocacy of an 
adjustment therapy: self-acceptance of homosexuality will erase many prob=- 
lems. His view did, at least, influence a few American therapists. 

Part III, “Passing Women: 4782-1920", is novel and fascinating. The 
women whose lives are documented here "passed" as men, often so well that 
their true gender was not discovered until death. Some were "married" and 
very prominent, such as the Tammany politician Murray Hall. Interesting is 
the contemporary amazement and obsession with the cross-dressing deception 
that often paid little attention to evidence of lesbianism. Part IV, "Native 
Americans/Gay Americans: 1528-1976", is also fascinating in its chronicling 
of homosexuality among American Indians, with testimony from missionaries, 
explorers, trappers, settlers, and later anthropologists and gay Indians 
themselves. 

Part V, "Resistance: 1859-1972", gives evidence of the origins of modern 
gay liberation thought in writings of Whitman, Symonds, Carpenter and others 
less known, and ends with interesting interviews with Henry Hay, founder of 
the Mattachine Society, Barbara Gittings, founder of D.O.B., N.Y., and with 
Alma Routsong (Isabel Miller), author of Patience and Sarah. Part VI, "Love: 
1779=1932", treats that abstract notion as homo-erotically reflected in 
writings of Alexander Hamilton, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Melville, Thoreau, Whit- 
man, Willa Cather, and myriad of other men and women. 

This brief description barely does justice to this landmark in the 
progress of reclaiming our heritage. If you don't want to read it, at least 
skim through it to get some sense of what we have come through and where 
we are today. It's your history‘e 

-Rick Balmer 








